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Differences List 
Using the Lawrenceville Press text An Introduction to Programming using 

Microsoft Visual Basic 2005 with Visual Basic 2008 

 
Data and Answer Files:  

All of the data and answer files for An Introduction to Programming using Microsoft Visual Basic 2005 have been 
converted to Visual Basic 2008 files: 
 

¶ The data files and the Programs in Text files are available for download at www.lpdatafiles.com.  
 

¶ The answer files for the Reviews, Exercises, Case Studies, and Hands-on ExamView Questions are available to 
educators by request:  

Phone:  800-535-6865 
Fax:       800-328-4564 
Email:    educate@emcp.com 

 

Converting O ther Files:  

When a project written in Visual Studio 2005 is opened inside Visual Studio 2008, the Visual Studio Conversion Wizard is 
displayed: 
 

 
 
Note: This conversion wizard updates the project (.vbproj) and solution .(sln) files to be compatible with VB 2008. The 
project file is actually still backwards compatible with VB 2005 so you can still open it there, the solution file however, is 
just one way (VB 2008). The converted application will still be targeting the .NET 2.0 Framework not the new .NET 3.5 
Framework. 
  

http://www.lpdatafiles.com/
mailto:educate@emcp.com
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Click Next. The second wizard dialog box is displayed: 
 

 
 
Select Yes to create a backup if you want to keep a copy of the project in Visual Basic 2005 format. If not, select No. Click 
Next to display a conversion Summary: 
 

 
 
Click Finish to complete the conversion. 
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Textbook Differences 
 
p. 36 - Objects, Classes, and Packages 

When Microsoft Visual Basic 2008 Express Edition is started, the Start page is displayed as: 
 

 
 
 

p. 37 - Creating a New Project  

In Visual Basic 2008, the Design window is displayed as: 
 

 
 

Select View Ҧ Toolbox or click the Toolbox button  on the Toolbar to display the Toolbox. Click the Auto Hide 
button  to keep the Toolbox displayed. 
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p. 43 ɀ Closing and Opening a Project and Quitting Visual Basic  

 

To open a project, select File Ą Open Project. The Open Project dialog box is displayed. Double-click a project folder 
to display its contents: 

 

 

Click the file with the .sln extension and then select Open to open the project. 
 
 
 

p. 46 ɀ Using IntelliSense  

 

In Visual Basic 2008, there are some improvements to the IntelliSense list: 

¶ The list contains additional options including variable names, which results in less typing for students. 

¶ The list can be made semi-transparent by holding down the Ctrl key while the list is visible. This allows the user 
to view the code behind the list. 

¶ The options in the list are filtered to match the first few characters typedΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨTΩΥ 
 

 
 

¶ The position of the IntelliSense also varies to make it more user-friendly. 
 

There are also many more ToolTips and Syntax tips in the Code window that come directly from the Help topics. 
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p. 110 ɀ The Line-Continuation Character  

 
This section explains that the _ character is a line continuation character. In Visual Basic 2008, when this character is 
used the code on the new line is automatically indented to improve readability. 
 
 

p. 130 ɀ Infinite Loops  

 
The last paragraph on this page explains how to end an infinite loop that does not generate an overflow error. When 
right-clicking the program name on the Windows Taskbar, a dialog box may be displayed: 
 

 
 

Click Yes, which displays another dialog box: 
 

 
 

Select Save or Discard, which displays: 
 

 
 
 

Select Close the Program to close the dialog box and end the application. 
 

 

P. 228 - Review: TrigonometricFunctions  

  

When using a sized list box, such as in the TrigonometricFunctions Review, be sure students select the function by 
scrolling to it and then clicking on the selected function. 
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P. 283 - Making Sounds 

 
Some computers may not play all system sounds. Students may find it interesting to determine which sounds are 
associated with a system event by exploring the Hardware and Sound settings in the Windows operating system Control 
Panel. 
 

P. 319 - The Class Module 
 
When adding a class in Visual Basic 2008, the Add New Item dialog box is displayed as: 
 

 
 
 

P. 334 ï Reusing Code 
 

When adding an existing class to a project in Visual Basic 2008, the Add Existing Item dialog box is displayed as: 
 

 
  


